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Revision of the Consumer Price Index in Canada 


Consumer price indices (or “ cost-of-living ” indices) are usually based 
on a given pattern of family consumption. As family expenditure habits 
change, such an index gradually becomes less and less representative, and 
needs to be revised periodically. In Canada revisions have been undertaken 
four times since retail price indices were first published in 1910. The new 
consumer price index, with base 1949= 100, is the fifth in the series and the 
most comprehensive ever constructed for Canada.1_ While the index is an 
entirely new one based on post-war expenditure patterns, and new statistical 
methods developed during the past decade have been used, it serves the 
same purpose as the former cost-of-living index, that is, to measure the 
percentage change in the cost of purchasing a constant “ basket ” of goods and 
services that represented the consumption of a particular population group 
during a given period. It is an urban index and does not relate to farm 
families, for whom a separate index is published by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics. The change in title emphasises the fact that the index is a 
measure of price change and is not affected by changes in standards of living. 


Family Coverage. 

Over 3,600 records of family expenditure, representing all sectors of the 
Canadian non-farm population, were available for the year ending 31 August 
1948. In selecting a suitable group of families from the total, family income, 
size and geographical location were the three main criteria. An analysis 
of the records showed that the majority of families whose expenditure 
patterns were similar enough for their changes in living costs resulting from 
price changes to be adequately represented by one index could be defined 
as those families— 


1 The following description is based on the special report published by the Government 
of Canada: The Consumer Price Index (Ottawa, 1952). 
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(a) living in twenty-seven Canadian cities with a population over 30,000 ; 


(b) ranging in size from two adults with no children to two adults 
with four children ; 


(c) with annual incomes during the survey year ranging from $1,650 
to $4,050. 


Detailed information on expenditures was submitted by 1,517 families 
with these characteristics. About 90 per cent. of this group consisted of 
families in which wages or salaries constituted the principal source of income. 
Sixty-six per cent. of all urban families fall within the size range selected. 
The average size of the families included is 3.0 members. The income cut- 
offs of $1,650 and $4,050 exclude approximately 9 per cent. of medium-size 
urban families at the lower income level and 14 per cent. at the higher 
income level. Incomes were concentrated heavily between $2,000 and $3,000, 
with over 45 per cent. of the families included reporting incomes within 
this range. 


Base Period. 


The base period selected for the consumer price index is 1949. It was 
considered to be the most satisfactory post-war reference year and, further- 
more, prices during 1949 were relatively stable. Since the end of the second 
world war there has been a steady shift of interest from pre-war to post-war 
comparison in all fields of economic activity ; Canada has thus followed the 
world-wide movement towards the selection of a post-war base period. 


Items in the Index. 


To measure the influence of price change on the cost of goods and services 
normally purchased by the families with the above-mentioned character- 
istics, the consumer price index contains 224 items, nearly 40 per cent. more 
than the former cost-of-living index. No attempt has been made to differ- 
entiate between “luxuries ” and “ necessities ” ; this has led to the inclu- 
sion of additional items (such as chicken, chocolate bars, fur coats, etc.), 
while certain items (such as flannel, oilcloth, etc.) formerly included in the 
cost-of-living index but no longer consumed in sufficiently important quan- 
tities have been excluded. 

The consumer buying pattern relates to the year ending 31 August 1948, 
except in the case of food items, for which expenditure during the year 
ending September 1949 is taken into account. Procedures are being estab- 
lished whereby it will be possible to conduct continuous family expenditure 
surveys, so that the index may be modified if significant changes occur in 
family spending habits. 


Weighting Diagram. 

The number of items and weights of the main groups are shown in 
table I. Fuel and light have been combined with household furnishings and 
services into a household operation group. 


Formula. 


Laspeyres’s formula is used in calculating the index. Price dispersion 
between the survey year and the base year 1949 was not large enough to 
warrant an adjustment of expenditure values (and hence item weights) 
arising out of price changes between these dates. 
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TABLE I 

Group ——— Weight 

POOR Se 6S ETB os Lewd 6 65 32 

are ee ee es ae i 6 15 
BN! Shee 6 26 He HG 1 9 
Home-ownership .......... 5 6 

I a a oy ee ce 49 11 

Household operation .......... 49 17 
ee SCE, GADle.ee 6 6s fel 4 4 5 
Home furnishings. ......... 30 7 
Supplies and services ........ 15 5 

EE TT Ka ee 55 25 
Dn. GED no cw ew we ee 8 8 20 5 
WU nc hd we 8 oe hk ee 11 2 
Eas fo eee eee 8 4 
Tobacco and alcoholic beverages .. . 4 7 
Transport and travelling ...... 12 7 

Total . . . | 224 100 

















Price Collection. 


Prices, inclusive of sales and excise taxes, are collected from retail outlets 
at varying intervals. Food, clothing, home furnishings, household supplies, 
fuel oil, coal, electricity, gasoline, house repairs and “ home-ownership 
replacement ” are priced monthly; prices for drugs, personal supplies, 
tobacco, beer and liquor, shoe repairs, laundry, dry cleaning and rent are 
collected quarterly ; while charges for taxis, telephone, doctors, dentists, etc., 
are priced semi-annually. Automobile license fees, postage, insurance, 
magazine prices, prepaid health care rates, mortgage interest and property 
taxes are ascertained once a year only. 

Where it is possible to collect accurate prices by mail, coverage extends 
to thirty-three cities. The prices of other items (such as clothing and home 
furnishings) for which quality changes must also be taken into account are 
collected in eight cities where there are full-time price collectors. Part-time 
agents are responsible for collecting prices of most of the index budget items 
in seven additional] cities. Within each city prices for each item are collected 
from a representative sample of retail outlets ; volume of sales is the principal 
factor taken into account in selecting the stores from which prices are 
obtained. The prices used in calculating the index relate to specified descrip- 
tions of each commodity and service. While such descriptions are compara- 
tively simple for items such as food, they are very detailed and specific for 
others such as clothing and home furnishings. 


Index Calculation. 


The method of calculating the index can be illustrated in the steps 
necessary to obtain a Dominion group index (e.g., for the clothing group). 
Prices of one or more qualities of each item in each sub-group are collected 
at the determined frequency of price collection from a sample of department 
and other stores in each of the eight cities where full-time price representa- 
tives are located. Individual store quotations for each quality of each ».cm 
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are first weighted by store sales; the resultant city average prices are, in 
turn, weighted by the relative importance of the sales of the item in each 
city, so as to arrive at an average urban price for each quality. The current 
month’s average price is then compared with the previous month’s average 
and the relative change calculated. This relative change is then linked 
to a 1949 base index, and the indices for the different qualities of an item 
are combined so as to obtain a single index for each item. These indices 
are then combined on the basis of their respective weights to arrive at an 
index of the sub-group, which is finally weighted and combined with simi- 
larly computed indices of the other sub-groups to produce the group index. 


Seasonality. 


Expenditures observed over a twelve-month period for a group com- 
posed of fresh and canned fruits and vegetables, fats, eggs and meat varied 
significantly from month to month, while expenditures on another group 
composed of dairy products, cereals and other groceries remained relatively 
constant. It was therefore decided to use varying monthly weights for the 
seasonal items. Thus the index measures the influence of price change from 
month to month in the cost of buying the quantities of food normally 
purchased in each month. 


The formula used in calculating the seasonal food index is— 


2 Pm: Qmo 
iq SZ Pmo Que 





x 100 


Im, = 


seasonal food index for the mth month of year 1, 
quantity of a commodity in the mth month of the base 
year, 

price of a commodity in the mth month of the base year, 
price of a commodity in the mth month of year 1, 
summation (commodities), 

summation (months). 


Hou ue ti 


In the case of clothing, the Bureau’s current practice is to carry forward 
the price recorded for the final month of normal seasonal purchases until 
the month in which normal seasonal buying is resumed, when the full price 
change over the off-season is recorded. 


The Shelter Index. 


As a measure of changes in shelter costs the former cost-of-living index 
took into account only changes in rent, whereas the consumer price index 
incorporates also the changing price element of home-ownership. Thus 
expenditure of home owners for property taxes, mortgage interest, repairs, 
replacement and insurance is now included. 

Changes in rents of new rental units are recorded from the time such 
units are introduced into the sample. The higher rent for new units is due 
to two factors : first, the fact that they are new, and second, the fact that 
they are under a different rent control or not subject to control. The first 
factor corresponds to a change in quality while the second is equivalent 
to a price increase. Furthermore, dwellings have been freed from rent 
control when they have become vacant. Owing to the lack of information 
about the influence on rents of variations in rent control, this factor had not 
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been taken into consideration. A special survey was conducted in June 
1952 on the basis of which adjustment is made to rent data to take this 
factor into account. 


Taxes. 


Sales and excise taxes are an inherent part of the market price and are 
incorporated in the prices used for the index. Property taxes, being part of 
the price of home-ownership, have been included in the shelter component 
of the index. Income taxes are not associated with specific goods and services 
in terms of either payments made or services received, and are therefore not 
included in the index. Automobile and radio licenses have been considered 
as purchase prices and are included in the index. 


Insurance. 


The decision as to which types of insurance should be included was based 
on the form of benefits provided. Where premiums are considered as the 
price of replacing or restoring the object insured and claims are paid to 
meet specified expenditures, the insurance is included ; account is therefore 
taken of property insurance and prepaid medical care. Other forms of 
insurance which are regarded principally as savings (such as life insurance), 
and cannot be identified with a specified quantity or value of goods and 
services, are excluded. 


Comparison with Former Index. 


For purposes of comparison, figures for the new index (total and food 
group) are given in table II with the corresponding figures for the former 
index (converted to the base 1949= 100). 
































TABLE II 
All groups Food group 
Period 
New index Old index New index Old index 

eae 100 100 100 100 
eee 102.9 103.6 102.6 103.9 
|) eae 113.7 114.8 117.0 118.8 
1062: Jam... . 118.2 119.1 122.4 123.2 

ae 117.6 118.7 120.8 122.2 

a 116.9 117.6 117.6 119.1 

+ ab 116.8 117.4 117.2 118.3 

May... 115.9 116.1 115.5 115.9 

June... 116.0 116.5 115.7 116.7 

CG's 6s 116.1 116.9 116.0 118.0 

Am@. 3 116.0 116.7 115.7 117.2 

Publication. 


Consumer price indices are published regularly by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics in the Canadian Statistical Review, in Price Movements and in the 
D.B.S. Daily Bulletin, and also by the Department of Labour in its Labour 
Gazette. 
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Revision of the Consumer Price Index 
in the Federal Republic of Germany 


As economic development in the Federal Republic resulted in a 37 per 
cent. increase in real national income in the first half of 1952 as compared 
with the same period in 1949, it was necessary last year to revise the index 
which had been established by the Statistisches Bundesamt (Federal Statis- 
tical Office) shortly after the currency reform in 1949. The new index, base 
1950= 100, is considered to be the best possible solution under the present 
circumstances, although the experts consulted were not unanimous on certain 
points such as the method to be used for averaging prices.! 


Family Coverage. 

Separate indices for three different consumer groups are now calculated, 
all referring to families of four persons with at least one breadwinner. Only 
a very limited number of family budgets, relating to the year 1949, were 
available for the low-income consumer group, which consists mostly of 
families of retired and unemployed persons with a family income of some 
DM. 210 and a monthly consumption expenditure averaging DM. 175. 
For the intermediate consumer group—corresponding closely to the group 
covered by the old price index—244 family budgets were available for the 
year 1950, the average family income being DM. 360 and the average 
monthly consumption expenditure being DM. 300. A total of 142 records, 
referring to the year 1949, were available for the higher-income group, with 
an average family income of DM. 650 and an average monthly expenditure 
of DM. 525. In order to obtain 1950 expenditure data for the low-income 
group, the actual expenditures for 1949 were adjusted in the same propor- 
tions as the expenditures of the intermediate group had changed between 
1949 and 1950. A 1950 consumption expenditure pattern for the higher- 
income group was constructed on the assumption that between 1949 and 
1950 variations were 10 per cent. greater than for the intermediate group. 


Composition, Weights and Formula. 

Approximately 290 items, classified into nine groups, are covered by the 
new index. Bedding and household linen are grouped with “ home furnish- 
ings ” and not with “ clothing ” as in the former index. Postage is no longer 
classified under “education and recreation ” but is included with “ trans- 
portation ”. Drinks and tobacco now form a separate group. 


TABLE I 


































Expenditure group at ee ec 

per cent, per cent. per cent. 

ES: a: ke he. 55.1 46.1 36.2 
Drinks and tobacco . 4.4 7.1 8.1 
Housing . . . 10.9 10.2 10.1 
Fuel and light 5.8 5.1 4.5 
Home furnishings . 3.2 5.0 9.2 
Clothing . 11.4 13.0 15.3 
Personal care cata 3.4 4.3 4.7 
Education and recreation 3.9 6.4 7.7 
Transportation -_ 1.9 2.8 4.2 
Total . 100.0 100.0 100.0 












1 The details on the new index given here are drawn from an article published in Wirt- 
schaft und Statistik, Bonn, November 1950, pp. 439 ff. 
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The distribution of family consumption expenditures used in computing 
the indices for the three income groups is shown in table I. 

The new base period, 1950, was chosen so that the consumer price index 
would have the same base year as other price indices and production indices, 
etc. 

Laspeyres’s formula is used in calculating the index. 


Price Collection. 


Collectors obtain prices monthly from medium-class retail outlets in 
107 communities ; the minimum number of these outlets varies according 
to the size of the community. Items contained in the sub-groups “ clothing ” 
and “ home furnishings ” are priced only in communities with more than 
20,000 inhabitants, making available approximately 500 quotations for each 
of these items. For other items and services, prices are collected from 600- 
650 outlets. Rent data are available for about 2,000 apartments of deter- 
mined size and category. 

The average of the prices of each item recorded in each community is 
communicated to the statistical office of the Land, where average prices 
are computed, using community populations as weights. The Federal 
Statistical Office then converts the average prices into price relatives for 
each Land and computes an average index for the country ‘by applying the 
Land populations as weights. 


Seasonal Items. 


In the autumn households purchase large quantities of potatoes, certain 
other vegetables and fruits for consumption during the winter, when only 
small additional quantities of such items are bought. The amounts of these 
items included in the fixed monthly consumption pattern are divided into 
two parts, one taken from the reserves and the other from current purchases. 
For the first, prices effective at the time of purchase of the reserve stock 
are taken into account while, for the second, current prices are used. In 
this way account is taken in the index of actual expenditures for those 
seasonal items. 

In addition to monthly index numbers calculated by the above method, 
adjusted series are published for the food group and the “ all groups ” total, 
from which the effects of seasonal fluctuations in prices of vegetables and 
fruits have been eliminated by using adjustment factors based on the link 
relative method! applied to data for the period July 1948 to June 1952. 


Rent Index. 


In the family budgets surveyed, rents for “old”, “new” and “ post- 
war "apartments are to be found. The result of a rent survey held in Sep- 
tember 1950 showed that 57 per cent. of all units were in the “ old ” category, 
34 per cent. in the “ new ”, and 9 per cent. were units built since the war. 
As rents for the three types differ greatly and will show different trends, 
it has been decided to choose the units to be priced in such a way as to 
preserve the above percentage distribution. 


Comparison with Former Index. 

In table II figures for the new index (intermediate group) are given 
opposite the corresponding figures for the old index so as to enable compa- 
rison of the two series. 


1 Method outlined in W. M. Persons: Indices of General Business Conditions (Cam- 
bridge, 1919). 
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TABLE II 





Period Total index Food group 





New index Former index New index Former index 





_... <a 100 100 100 100 
DA se 0 * «08 108 109 109 111 
1952: Jan... . 112 112 117 120 
Bem s « « 111 113 116 120 
eee 111 113 115 122 
| Jae 110 113 114 122 
ae 109 114 113 126 
June... 109 112 112 122 
July... 109 lll 112 119 
Aug... . 109 111 113 119 
MM 2 « « 109 110 114 117 
OG. . + « 109 110 114 116 























Publication. 
Consumer price indices are published monthly by the Federal Statistical 
Office in Wirtschaft wnd Statistik. 


* 
* * 


Consumer Price Indices 


Changes in the Table 


Canada. A new series is introduced utilising the new consumer price 
index (base : 1949= 100) linked to the old index. For details of the method 
of computation see p. 21 of this Supplement. 


Costa Rica. A new index beginning with February 1952 has been 
calculated by the Direccién General de Estadistica. The new index (base : 
September 1949=100) has been linked to the earlier index (base: 1936= 
100), calculated by the Banco Central. 

The new index is based on a family expenditure study of 258 middle-class 
and workers’ families in the city of San José during September 1949. It is 
computed as a weighted arithmetic average with fixed base. The weights 
are based on average weekly family expenditures in September 1949. The 
number of items and percentage weights of the main groups are as follows : 
food group, 50 items, 45.34 per cent. ; clothing group, 38 items, 17.99 per 
cent. ; rent, 1 item, 7.77 per cent. ; electricity, heat and ice, 3 items, 3.40 per 
cent. ; household goods, 11 items, 2.21 per cent. ; miscellaneous, 41 items, 
23.29 per cent. 

Prices are collected during the week which includes the fifteenth of the 
month, except rent data which are obtained quarterly. 

Germany (Federal Republic). A new index (base : 1950=100) has been 
introduced. For details of the method of computation see p. 26 of this 
Supplement. 

Japan. A revised index (base: 1951=100) has been introduced, 
calculated according to the results of a family income and expenditure survey 
initiated in September 1950 and covering a random sample of approximately 
4,200 urban families in 28 cities. 
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Weights are based on average annual expenditure in 1951 as determined 
from the above survey. The index is calculated as a weighted arithmetic 
average with fixed base. The number of items and percentage weights of the 
main groups are as follows : food group, 106 items, 56.19 per cent. ; clothing 
group, 33 items, 12.80 per cent. ; fuel and light group, 7 items, 4.90 per cent. ; 
housing group, 20 items, 4.58 per cent. ; miscellaneous, 36 items, 21.53 per 
cent. 

Prices are now obtained direct from retail stores and not from the 
monthly household expenditure reports used in computing the former index. 
Items are priced on the Wednesday, Thursday or Friday of the week including 
the fifteenth of the month, but fish and vegetable prices are collected 
on each of the three days. Taxes are not included. The new index which 
begins in 1951 is linked to the old index at January 1951. 


SYMBOLS AND TYPES EMPLOYED 


inapplicable or figures not available. 
not yet received. 

provisional. 

revised since previous issue. 

A line placed between two figures in a column indicates that the figures above and 
below it are not strictly comparable or that a new series begins below the line (see 
footnotes). 

Italics : index numbers based on another year than 1948, 


The countries are arranged by continents in the alphabetical order of their English names. 
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Unemployment 
AFRICA | AMERICA 
Dat Southern Union of 
_ Rhodesia South Africa Canada 
V(B) Vv (B) I | — . 
% % 
1937 ° 4510 406 000 1 9.11 ; ; 
1946 . 5 390 143 000 3.0 96 760 4.5 
1947 253 10 266 98 000 2.0 68 254 3.0 
1948 280 12 173 103 000 21 88 909 3.6 
1949 246 15 138 137 000 2.7 135 624 5.4 
1950 244 16 282 168 000 3.3 190 643 2%} 6.02 
1951 193 10 189 107 500 2.1 148 218 2| 4.92 
1951: Dec. 120 10 137 . ° 247 1342) 7.82 
1952 Jan. 143 10 734 ‘ e 318 5372) 10.02 
Feb. 137 10 952 212 000 4.1 3164092) 9.92 
Mar. 181 11 375 ° ; 820 3002 | 10.0 2 
Apr. 170 11 942 . ‘ 218 055 7.1 
May 172 13 243 107 000 2.0 143 490 4.6 
June 237 13 539 ° > 122 691 3.9 
July 340 13 243 . ‘ 112 582 3.6 
Aug. 301 13 393 86 000 1.6 102 000 8.2 
Sep. 275 12 899 ° ° 92600T| 2.9 
Oct. 274 11 832 ° ° 111 539 3.5 
Nov. ion 11 294 114 000 2.2 161 900 a 
Dec. ne fe ° . iia 
Persons cov. x ‘ 
(thousands) . ‘ 5 284 (1951) 3 051 (June 1951) 
America (concl.) ASIA 
Date United States Chile | — Burma 3} Ceylon India Israel 4 
I vip) |] Via) | V(A) via) | va) 
% % 
1937 7 700 0001) 14.381) 23815 " ° ° . . 
1946 2 270 000 3.9 8 433 12.05 ° 29 182 ° 1 870 
1947 2 142 000 3.6 8 700 11.1 3 139 & 32995 ° 2772 
1948 2 064 000 3.4 3 203 10.4 2446 | 53513 224 900 13207 
1949 3 395 000 5.5 8 445 11.2 777 | 68358 293 043 6 351 
1950 3 142 000 5.0 2927 14.8 2049 | 68 471 814 336 5 908 
1951 1 879 000 3.0 2 562 15.7 4149 | 56 844 338 402 6 336 
1951: Dec. 1 674 000 2.7 2711 18.2 5 127 52 707 828 719 9 682 
1952: Jan. 2 054 000 3.3 3 698 19.8 5165 | 53 982 321 656 6 396 
Feb. 2 086 000 3.4 6 111 13.2 5 087 53 493 325 626 6 129 
Mar. 1 804 000 2.9 4590 10.0 4 997 52 122 341 420 6 508 
Apr. 1 612 000 2.6 3 825 - 4916 50 469 360 190 5 873 
May 1 602 000 2.6 2675 aaa 4949 | 48113 366 595 7 296 
June 1 818 000 2.8 2761 dam 4927 | 49 020 881 739 8 254 
July 1 942 000 3.0 2 762 ome 4835 | 51335 418 909 | 10 239 
Aug. 1 604 000 2.4 2 706 eae 4728 50 974 412 101 10 732 
Sep. 1 438 000 2.2 2477 saan 4580 | 51 641 407 872 | 10 155 
Oct. 1 284 000 2.0 2375 om 4435 oe 413498 | 10950 
Nov. 1 418 000 2.2 ea 420 722 | 14220 
Dec. 1 398 000 2.2 2 ae oi 
Persons cov. | 5 770 
(thousands) 62 867 (1951) ° (1950) . . ° e 
I. Labour force sample surveys. Ve Employment office statistics. 
II. Compulsory unemployment insurance statistics. V (A) Applicants for work registered. 
III. Unemployment relief statistics. V(B) Unemployed registered. 
IV. Trade union returns. 
1 Official estimate. 2 Incl. claimants for supplementary benefits. 8 1947-1949 : 
Rangoon exchange only. 4 Daily average during the month. 5 Mar.-Dec. 6 May-Dec. 


7 Jan.-Mar., July-Dec. 








UNEMPLOYMENT (cont. ) 








































































































Asta (concl.) EvuROPE 
Date Japan Pakistan Austria Belgium 
I V (A) Vv (B)t II 2 | II 3 
% % % | % 

1937 295 443 4) 3.74 320 961 ° 125 9295/13.8 5 we 

1946 1 590 318 6) 5.46 _74105| . 48 035 | 2.6 | 19 257 | 1.0 

1947 370 000 7) 1.17 ° 31 737 | 1.7 35 639 | 1.8 31 921 | 1.6 

1948 242000 | 0.7 77 983 || 43409 | 2.3 80 959 | 4.0 48 244 2.4 

1949 378 000 1.0 70 996 || 91238 | 4.6 | 173998 | 8.6 60 908 | 3.0 

1950 436 000 1.2 96 439 || 124 850 | 6.2 | 169972) 8.3 53 565 | 2.6 

1951 386 000 1.1 | 103 913 || 116 243 | 5.7 | 153 452 | 7.3 53 068 | 2.5 
1951: Dec. 420 000 1.2 | 116 486 || 151031 | 7.4 | 185 265 | 8.8 92 840 | 4.4 

1952: Jan. 490 000 1.5 | 113 887 || 196375 | 9.7 | 203 494 | 9.7 | 101 085 | 4.8 
Feb. 490 000 1.4 | 110935 || 214114 |/10.6 | 204324 / 9.8 | 103 017 4.9 
Mar. 530 000 1.5 | 114 188 || 189 052 | 9.38 | 188619! 9.0 72775 | 3.5 
Apr. 510 000 1.4 | 112853 || 146 267 | 7.2 | 180 287 | 8.6 73 081 | 3.5 
May 490 000 1.3 | 111 446 || 123 552 | 6.1 | 166020) 7.9 68 231 | 3.3 
June 420 000 1.1 93 186 || 118 053 | 5.8 | 163865 7.8 68 266 | 3.3 
July 400 000 1.0 99 474 || 116 144 | 5.7 | 158 380! 7.6 58 623 | 2.8 
Aug. 430 000 1.1 | 104029 || 114905 | 5.6 | 151 707 | 7.2 53 325 | 2.5 
Sep. 420 000 1.1 | 103 682 || 115 297 | 5.7 | 150136 7.2 46 849 | 2.2 
Oct. 480 000 1.2 | 108 589 || 126 505 | 6.2 | 146575) 7.0 44713 | 2.1 
Nov. 490 000 1.2 | 107 055 |} 175 144 | ... 169 970 | 8.1 71958 | 3.4 
Dec. bi aaa bis 249 160%; ... | 204054) 9.7 | 121075) 5.8 
eer | 86 600 (1951) ; 2 039 (1951) | 2 095 (June 1951) 
Europe (cont.) 
Date Denmark _ Finland — | France | Germany (Fed. Rep.) 
8 ~ ¥ (B) lt | via) | Vv (B) 
% % 
1937 95 630 1.7 86959 | 354554 379 994 ° 
1946 51 636 8.9 892 15 663 56 633 ° ° 
1947 51 998 8.9 — 7 389 45 777 588 05010. 
1948 51 644 8.7 3 473 16 737 77 803 591 532 4.2 
1949 59 041 9.6 25 683 39 748 131 062 1 229 711 8.3 
1950 54 829 8.7 19 194 52 355 152 891 1579 766 | 10.2 
1951 63 024 9.7 5 622 40 313 120 128 1 432 323 9.0 
1951: Dee. 137 302 21.0 3 580 33 038 116 416 1653553 | 10.2 
1952: Jan. 132 113 20.2 7 981 37 875 132 033 1 825 407 
Feb. 104 522 16.0 10 368 41 158 140 076 1 892 884 . 
Mar. 106 872 16.3 12 224 41 635 135 140 1 579 646 9.8 
Apr. 60 255 9.3 8 273 39 456 127 395 1 441 938 . 
May 58 003 8.9 2514 37 912 120 540 1 311 968 . 
June 50 951 7.8 151 36 103 110 506 1 239 966 7.6 
July 48 984 7.5 58 33 615 105 339 1 155 456 ‘ 
Aug. 60 285 9.2 37 34 137 108 764 1 106 532 ° 
Sep. 62 197 9.5 1 068 33 203 118 624 1 050 565 6.4 
Oct. 60 256 9.2 4 139 37 324 142 867 1 028 091 ° 
Nov. 72 583 11.0 ate 44 473 158 020 1 247 354 
Dec. 162 956* |24.7*; 35501 54 337 182 084 1 687 719 
| a " Se Oe EE—E————Eeee 
Persons cov. . 
(thousands) 650 (1951) . . . 15 989 (1951) 
I. Labour force sample surveys. ¥. Employment office statistics. 
II. Compulsory unemployment insurance statistics. 7 (A) Applicants for work registered. 
III. Unemployment relief statistics. V (B) Unemployed registered. 
IV. Trade union returns. 

1 Prior to 1947: applicants for work registered. 2 Daily average of numbers wholly 
unemployed. % Daily average of days lost through interruption of operations or inter- 
mittent work. 4 Official estimate. 5 Voluntary unemployment insurance statistics 
incl. partial unemployment. 6 Census of 26 Apr. 7 Oct. 8 Trade union fund 


returns of unemployed members. ® Applicants for work registered. 10 Mar.-Dec. 








UNEMPLOYMENT (cont. ) 













































































Europe (cont.) 
Date Ireland Italy Luxembourg | Netherlands 
II | Ww A) Vv (B) Ill Vv (B) 
% 
1937 ° ° 81 760 874 000 18 868 904 
1946 85 067 10.6 59 726 1 324 000 21 88 742 
1947 83 266 9.3 55 623 1 620 000 45 889 
1948 85 129 9.4 6 1 742 000 1 17 42 422 
1949 34 906 9.0 60 606 1 672 708 20 62 335 
1950 80 347 7.6 53 415 1 614 940 38 79 071 
1951 30 406 7.3 50 453 1 721 087 28 92778 
1951: Dec. 33 030 7.9 59 459 1 871 100 21 153 809 
1952: Jan. 42 966 10.1 73 037 2015 543 31 172 846 
Feb. 43 821 10.3 74 845 2 047 650 137 172 716 
Mar. 42 935 10.1 70 093 1 993 840 19 152 459 
Apr. 43 682 10.3 70 275 1 869 766 14 136 216 
May 39 411 9.2 63 913 1 836 984 ll 118 455 
June 35 031 8.2 48 148 1 799 325 10 111 072 
July 84 269 8.1 46 702 1 828 742 8 115 609 
Aug. 35 910 8.4 48 940 1 808 910 13 116 748 
Sep. 82 570 7.6 46 113 ons ll 109 866 
Oct. 34 339 8.1 49 443 sab 12 118 365 
Nov. 38 899 9.1 67 861 on os 138 600* 
Dec. 38 885 9.1 68 885 oak hae ah 
Persons cov. 
(thousands) 419 (1951) ° 3 
Europe (cont.) 
Date Norway Saar | Spain Sweden 
Vv (B) 8 | V(B) IV 
% 
1937 29 881 8 " ° ° 67 351 16°8 
1946 12 246 4 5 ° 178 165 27 554 5 3.2 5 
1947 85144 . . 138 771 24 446 2.8 
1948 9 026 6 6406 2.56 117 020 25 747 2.8 
1949 7715 6 070 2.2 160 056 26 116 2.7 
1950 8 972 6 343 2.2 166 182 22 124 2.2 
1951 11 132 4270 1.5 144 238 18 238 1.8 
1951: Dec. 15 046 8 951 1.3 116 943 87 090 3.8 
1952: Jan. 17 756 4611 1.5 116 467 24 582 2.8 
Feb. 17 016 4 766 1.6 120 551 27 045 2.8 
Mar. 17 434 3 854 1.3 117 557 24 023 2.7 
Apr. 13 168 8 572 1.2 112 556 19 543 2.0 
May 7 484 3 480 1.2 106 108 12 955 1.4 
June 4081 ane ose 94 390 17 297 1.7 
July 3171 me on 92 077 17 348 2.1 
Aug. 5 418 ae oo 97 167 13 961 1.3 
Sep. 6 941 ine o 100 229 11 800 1.3 
Oct. 8 161 ana la 107 391 15 345* 1.5* 
Nov. 14 731 ine aoe ose ae. ome 
Dec. - 
Persons cov. e ~ 
(thousands) e 293 (1951) ° 1 020 (1951) 














I, Labour force sample surveys. Vv, Employment office statistics. 
II. Compulsory unemployment insurance statistics. V (A) Applicants for work registered. 
III, Unemployment relief statistics. V(B) Unemployed registered 
IV. Trade union returns. 


1 Average of first, second and fourth quarter. 2 Labour registration statistics. 
% Applicants for work registered. 4 Excl. Finnmark and evacuated communes in Troms. 
5 Since 1946 also covers unions of agricultural workers. 6 June-Dec. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT (conel.) 






















































































Europe (concl.) 
Date Switzerland United Kingdom 
Vv (B)? V (B)? | V (B) ? 
% % 
1937 57 949 1 324 027 8.5 205 063 1.5 
1946 4 262 390 106 3 2.5 4 058 3 — 
1947 3 473 342 295 3 2.0 156 028 3 1.0 
1948 2971 325 818 4 1.5 8555 4 = 
1949 8 659 828 426 1.6 9 571 a 
1950 9 599 832 057 1.6 9 036 ~- 
1951 3 798 264 103 1.2 17 258 — 
1951: Dec. 7 488 294 084 1.4 48 609 0.2 
1952: Jan. 15 643 354 837 1.7 71 069 0.3 
Feb. 12 536 370 821 1.7 75 813 0.4 
Mar. 3 828 364 118 1.7 115 686 0.5 
Apr. 2271 360 386 1.7 157 235 0.7 
May 1711 359 924 a, 158 686 0.7 
June 1417 835 512 1.6 154 111 0.7 
July 1 451 331 966 1.5 121 851 0.6 
Aug. 1 750 365 465 1.7 83 678 0.4 
Sep. 1918 365 570 1.7 68 484 0.3 
Oct. 3 218 389 151 1.8 50 607 0.3 
Nov. 6 295 411778 1.9 38 538 0.2 
Dec 11 726 aah iui wae od 
Persons cov. 
(thousands) ° 21 216 (June 1951) 
OCEANIA 
Date Australia Hawaii New Zealand 
Iv | s I 1é | V(B) 
% % 
1937 9.3 ‘ z P 
1946 1.4 7 603 2 1337 1.17 172 386 
1947 1.2 6 684 29537 1.67 47 92 
1948 0.9 2 629 8 741 4.5 33 67 
1949 2.0 10 332 25 224 12.9 48 92 
1950 0.8 1 224 19 110 10.1 21 37 
1951 0.7 791 8 298 4.3 14 38 
1951: Dec. . 2 067 7 098 3.7 14 29 
1952: Jan. ‘ 2 635 7 800 4.1 10 36 
Feb. 1.1 2 852 7 800 4.1 5 29 
Mar. i 3 796 7 500 3.9 7 28 
Apr. s 4 261 7 300 3.9 1 21 
May 2.2 5 245 7 150 3.8 4 53 
June 8 294 10 244 5.3 4 56 
July ‘ 13 680 8 800 4.4 9 70 
Aug. 4.4 24 877 7 650 3.8 10 49 
Sep. ° 27 806 8 850 4.5 16 60 
Oct. . 31 550 9 200 4.8 19 56 
Nov. ele an 9 500 4.9 19 42 
Dec. — non — an —_ 
Persons cov. 861 
(thousands) |} (1951) 192 (1951) . a 
I. Labour force sample surveys. wa Employment office statistics. 
II. Compulsory unemployment insurance statistics. V (A) Applicants for work registered. 
III. Unemployment relief statistics. V (B) Unemployed registered. 
IV. Trade union returns. 
1 Wholly unemployed. 2 Temporarily unemployed. 8 Excl. persons classified 
as unsuitable for ordinary employment. 4 July-Dec. Until June 1948 the statistics 


referred to persons insured under the Unemployment Insurance Acts. With the intro- 
duction in July 1948 of the National Insurance Acts, the coverage of the series has been 
extended to include all registered unemployed ; the percentages are based on the estimated 
total numbers of employees aged 15 years and over. 5 Unemployment benefit statistics. 
6 Persons in receipt of unemployment benefit. 7 Annual estimates (June). 








5 Pr 
only 
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Consumer Price Indices 







































































AFRICA AMERICA 
Country Northern | Southern Union of United 
Algeria E t A A Tunisia South Canada 
ge syP Rhodesia | Rhodesia Africa 7 States 
Town or no. of : . Whole . 
localities Algiers Cairo country 65 Tunis 9 8-33 9 34-56 11 
1 3 6 1 8 
1937 6 362 704 ° ‘ 65 65 60 
1946 43 1lu2 91 91 45 91 80 81 
1947 61 99 97 93 67 a5 87 93 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 122 99 104 106 124 1U04 114 yy 
1950 123 104 108 114 129 108 10, 10 100 
1951 132 114 114 121 144 116 118 198 
1952 we eats 121 132 ons wy en 110 
1951: Dee. 149 117 116 125 157 121 122 110 
1952: Jan. 147 118 118 127 158 123 123 110 
Feb. 148 117 118 129 161 123 122 109 
Mar. 143 116 118 131 157 123 121 109 
Apr. 140 116 120 132 153 124 121 110 
May 139 115 120 131 153 124 120 110 
June 138 114 121 133 163 125 120 110 
July 141 114 121 134 164 125 120 lll 
Aug. 144 113 122 134 167 125 120 lll 
Sep. ose 106 122 133 168 129 120 lll 
Oct. ase vee 123 134 170 129 120 lll 
Nov. ae wae 123 133 169 129 121 lil 
Dec. se Ss 123 133 sais sot oon lll 
| America (cont.) 
Count British ata 
at Argen- Brazil Hon- British : West Chile 
tina duras Indies 
Town or no. Buenos Sao . Kingston St. | , 
of tncalities | Aion Paulo Belize Barbados | (Jamaica)! Vincent Trinidad | Santiago 
138 
1937 49 2412 4814 ° 434 . . 22 
1946 78 71 8U 89 70 87 ° 63 
1947 88 92 98 98 83 93 ° 85 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 ° 100 
1949 131 ¥8 97 99 104 ya ° 119 
1950 165 104 98 103 109 103 ° 137 
1951 225 113 116 116 126 M11 ° 167 
1952 én 133 127 135 —_ 124 ae oe 
1951: Dec. 274 115 126 126 139 118 ° 183 
1952: Jan. 285 122 126 134 135 121 100 184 
Feb. 287 122 127 136 138 121 104 185 
Mar. 295 125 128 135 140 119 104 189 
Apr. 314 130 129 135 138 120 105 193 
May 319 132 128 135 137 124 106 204 
June 325 134 128 135 139 127 106 205 
July 812 136 129 135 140 127 107 211 
Aug. 311 136 130 134 140 126 106 213 
Sep. nae 138 130 133 139 127 107 221 
Oct. a 137 129 134 oe 128 106 222 
Nov. one 139 124 134 eee 128 106 eet 
Dec. eve 143 124 134 _— 127 see 






































1 Food croup only. . i 1939. 8 Excl. “ miscellaneous ”. 4 Aug. 1939. 
5 Prior to Jan. 1952 : 5 towns. 6 1946-1950 : aver of Mar., June, Sep. and Dec. 7 Europeans 
only. 8 Incl. direct taxes. ® Prior to 1950: Food prices collected in 33 towns; other items 
priced in 11-33 towns. 1° New series linked to old series. 11 Food prices collected in 56 towns; 
other items priced in 34 towns. 121939. 13 1946-1950: July. 14 Sep. 1939. 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont. ) 
America (cont.) 
Country nae 
Colombia — a Guatemala Mexico Pan Panama | — 
Town or no. San Ciudad Guatemala Mexico Panama | 
of localities Bogota José Trujillo City City Curacao City . oo 
3 6 
1937 35 46 ° . 27 e 507 | 
1946 73 85 88 922 84 ° 88 
1947 86 97 99 94 94 ° 98 | 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 . 100 
1949 107 108 96 107 105 1004 93 
1950 129 119 96 115 112 97 90 
1951 140 127 105 120 126 1025 94 
1952 on oeh 106 iin a ae rae | 
1951: Dee. 136 126 107 117 136 ‘ 94 | 
1952: Jan. 134 125 107 116 138 103 94 
Feb. 133 1221 106 113 141 103 92 
Mar. 136 121 105 115 141 103 93 | 
Apr. 138 122 106 121 142 104 94 
May 143 122 106 122 144 104 98 
June 141 123 107 123 146 104 98 
July 138 123 106 122 146 = 97 
Aug. 135 121 107 115 146 104 95 
Sep. 134 121 107 F 114 146 104 94 
Oct. 135 121 107 © 114 146 104 94 
Nov. pots 122 107 eis oe 104 93 
Dec. eee men 106 si ~- ome iam 
— 
AmeEnica (concl.) ASIA 
Country 
Peru ee Uruguay ——_ Burma Ceylon Cyprus aa 
Hong 14 T. 
T Mont Kong a 
of teanitaien Lima 6 ~. ml Caracas || Rangoon | Colombo 4 = 
8 | 
1937 30 : 56 48 28 4210 3011 ° 
1946 59 89 85 72 10619 881 73 . 
1947 76 101 98 83 108 97 8012 102 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 115 92 105 98 135 99 96 112 
1950 129 90 101 97 114 105 10318 117 
1951 142 99 115 99 112 109 116 128 
1952 BEA ish aaa oun nies 108 121 oan | 195 
1951: Dec. 147 103 124 97 107 lll 120 129 | 19! 
1952: Jan. 147 103 124 96 106 112 120 . 
Feb. 147 103 127 92 103 110 119 ° 
Mar. 148 104 129 96 106 108 120 128 
Apr. 149 104 129 101 101 108 121 * 
May 150 104 129 100 104 106 121 . 
June 151 104 130 100 107 107 122 128 
July 152 105 132 102 120 107 119 . 
Aug. 154 105 132 97 119 106 119 ° 
Sep. 154 105 135 94 118 107 121 132 
Oct. 155 106 134 ows 101 108 125 ° 
Nov. ae ies nae nae cit 110 126 ° 
Dec. ian eve oe eee 7“ 110 123 
1 
1 New series, spliced by I.L.O. to old series. 2 Aug.-Dec. % Excl. rent and “miscellaneous”. nesian 
4 June. 5 Average of Feb., Mar., July-Nov. 6 Food group only. 7 Oct. 1939-June 1940. * Prio 
8 Food group only. ® Sep.-Dec. 10 Aug.-Dec. 1939. 11 Aug. 12 Jan.-Sep. 13 New 100) f 
series ; Jan. 1950= 100. 14 Clerical and skilled workers. yo 
i 
worke 











10. 


ow 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont. ) 
















































































Asia (cont.) 
Country 
India Indonesia} Iran Israel Japan Lebanon 9 
a pg a Bombay | Delhi |Djakartal 7 2 | 28 Beirut 
2 4 io 
1937 31 85 ° 83 13 80 5 ° 20 11 
1946 86 85 81 ° 90 79 ° 112 
1947 90 92 92 179 91 80 ° 102 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 102 101 100 97 109 103 132 94 
| 1950 106 103 100 113 89 9 | 1238 | 87 
1951 107 109 107 189 93 101 6 143 94 
| 1952 we int A née 101 ve ad er 
1951: Dec. 104 109 109 224 96 1077 149 96 
1952: Jan. 101 109 108 233 98 113 150 97 
| Feb. 99 107 107 209 98 120 149 96 
Mar. 94 103 103 212 98 132 150 96 
Apr. 108 114 110 204 103 144 150 96 
May 109 112 112 193 103 150 149 94 
June 108 112 110 190 102 157 149 93 
July 108 109 108 189 101 162 151 92 
Aug. 110 112 108 187 100 165 152 92 
| Sep. 111 113 110 192 98 169 151 92 
Oct. 113 114 111 189 101 173 152 93 
Nov. 112 115 108 191 102 175 150 91 
| Dec. one | ose wa an 104 — salt ‘as 
| Asta (concel.) 
Country wks “oa 
| Malaya Pakistan — Thailand 16 oo 
| 
Town or no. Kuala Lumpur : Narayan- . . 
| of localities = - Karachi ganj Manila Bangkok Saigon 
Nl 
1937 . ° ° ° 24 23 817 
1946 7 : : ‘ 144 | 86 46 18 
1947 106 ° ° ‘ 106 100 74 
1948 100 ° . ° 100 100 100 
1949 94 10014 10015 10015 94 96 10019 
1950 101 108 95 98 93 99 102 
1951 133 136 99 102 4 110 116 
wen aed inn ae ene 5 oe | oie 
| 1951: Dee. 139 142 101 107 96 106 | 187 
| 1952: a 141 143 101 111 96 109 | 180 
Feb. 141 143 101 108 96 117 132 
Mar. 141 143 99 98 95 118 135 
Apr. 140 139 98 99 94 122 135 
May 139 138 99 109 94 126 137 
| June 138 138 100 111 95 125 138 
| July 137 137 102 114 95 122 143 
| Aug. 136 135 101 113 96 122 149 
Sep. 136 135 101 114 96 ose 148 
Oct. 136 137 102 116 95 gee 150 
Nov. ons ae 104 119 95 bes son 
Dec. ante son ome eee 96 





























1 Index of free-market retail prices of 19 foodstuffs, based on the consumption in 1932 of Indo- 

nesian families with monthly incomes of Fl. 25-50. 2 Food group only. 8 July 1939. 

4 Prior to Sep. 1951 incl. direct taxes. 5 Aug. 1939. 6 Jan.-Aug. 7 New series (Se a 1951 = 
e 


100) based on family budget inquiries conducted in Aug. 1950 and Mar. 1951. w series 
linked to old series. 8 Salaried employees. 10 Incl. direct taxes. 11 June-Aug. 1939. 
12 Chinese labourers. 18 Malay labourers. 14 Jan. 15 Apr. 1948-Mar. 1949. 16 Clerical 


workers and civil servants. 17 1939. 18 Mar.-Dec. 19 New index. 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


































































































EUROPE 
Country aoa “¥ 
Austria Belgium Denmark Finland | France Germany 
=" at mune ———- . —_——— (Federal 
ged A vay Vienna 62 200 33 6 | Paris Republic) 8 
of localities | 
: 1 1 4 
1937 20 2 26 59 ; 67 597 
1946 ‘ ‘ 95 57 e " 
1947 ; 87 98 74 ° . 
1948 100 8 100 100 100 86 100 3 
1949 123 97 101 108 100 99 
1950 140 96 197 123 131 93 
1951 179 105 119 148 130 100 
1952 203 106 one = 1.6 eos 
1951: Dee. 203 107 152 6 143 104 
1952: Jan. 203 108 122 155 146 104 
Feb. 202 108 ‘ 154 148 103 
Mar. 22 107 ‘ 154 148 103 
Apr. 201 106 122 154 147 102 
May 203 105 ° 154 14! 101 
June 203 105 . 154 143 101 
July 204 105 124 154 143 101 
Aug. 204 105 ° 154 145 101 
Sep. 205 105 154 16 101 
Oct. 205 105 124 155 145 101 
Nov. 204 106 ° eee 144 102 
Dec. 204 106 ° 145 wae 
Europe (cont.) 
Country 
Greece Iceland Ireland Italy — + 
Tows or ne Athens Reykjavik 120 62 12 9 9 18 
of localities 
6 9 
1937 0.4 32 9 54 25 33 49 
1946 59 91 92 58 90 93 14 
1947 71 98 98 11 94 94 97 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 6 100 
1949 115 102 10] 101 106 106 
190 124 FAs 10 102 100 110 10915 
1951 139 200 110 110 119 120 
1952 ne 225 119 am 121 be 
1951: Dec. 144 215 112 120 119 
1952 : Jan. 146 218 , 111 120 120 
Feb. 148 221 115 113 121 120 
Mar. 1.9 222 113 121 120 
Apr. 148 222 114 120 120 
May 148 222 116 114 120 119 
June 146 224 . 115 121 119 
July 145 224 . 115 121 129 
Aug. 144 224 123 115 122 119 
Sep. 147 228 ‘ 116 122 120 
Oct. 145 231 ° 116 122 120 
Nov. 146 232 124 116 121 119* 
Dec. | 231 ° ede 121 a 
1 Excl. rent. 2 Mar. 1938. 3 July-Dec. 4 Incl. direct taxes. 5 Prior to 1950: 32 
towns. 6 New series. spliced by 1.L.0. to old series. 71938. 8 Consumer group with consumption 
expenditure of approx. LM. 300. 9 1939. 10 Mar.-Dec. ; new series spliced by I.L.O. to old 
series. 11 From Aug. 1947, interim index, excl. “ miscellaneous ”, spliced by I.L.O. to old series. 


12 Towns of over 50,000 inhabitants. 18 Prior to 1949 : 6 towns. 
period of less than one year. 15 New series, 1949= 100. 


14 Average calculated for a 





| val 





| 19: 
19: 


19 
19 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (concl.) 
ani Europe (cont.) 
Country : 
P Norway | Portugal Saar Spain Sweden —- 
) P Trieste 
ae Town or no. P aar- 
of localities 53} Lisbon bricken 50 95 34 
4 5 6 
1937 61 ° ° 348 64 60 61 27 
1946 100 ° ° 80 93 93 93 3 . 
| 1947 101 » . 94 96 94 97 ° 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 100 103 109 105 102 102 99 102 
1950 105 2 102 112 117 103 103 98 6 101 
1951 122 100 137 128 118 119 102 108 
1952 133 100 157 ome ian am 105 wis 
1951: Dee. 127 101 155 128 125 126 105 108 
1952 : Jan. 129 101 158 127 ° 126 105 109 
Feb. 130 100 160 127 ° 127 105 113 
Mar. 130 100 160 126 127 128 105 112 
fee. 131 100 157 126 ° 129 104 113 
ay 131 98 153 125 ° 130 105 110 
June 131 98 153 124 131 131 105 110 
July 135 99 155 124 ° 130 105 111 
Aug. 135 100 159 124 . 131 105 110 
Sep. 136 101 159 125 131 130 105 lll 
Oct. 136 102 160 125 ° 130 105 oa 
— Nov. 136 102 157 aa ° 130 105 
Dec. 135 102 158 and 131 130 105 
Europe (concl.) OCEANIA 
ie! Country . 
United . . one 7 New 
e Turkey Kingdom Yugoslavia|| Australia Fiji Hawaii Zealand 
TOW ithe, || Istanbul 200 8 51 30 Suvait | Honolulu} 2118 
1937 297 76 r 67 4812 . 70 
= 1946 99 100 ‘ 88 81 84 90 
1947 100 979 ‘ 92 92 95 93 
1948 100 100 ° 100 100 100 100 
1949 110 103 ‘ 109 101 97 1023 
1950 104 106 ‘ 120 103 95 107 
1951 103 116 100 146 112 101 119 
1952 ain one ae ‘00 126 103 128 
1951: Dee. 106 120 72 ‘ ° 102 
1952: Jan. 107 12 75 125 
Feb. 107 12310 75 162 ° . 126 
Mar. 108 123 76 ° 102 
Apr. 110 125 76 126 : 
May 109 125 77 171°r , ° 128 
June 108 128 80 ° 103 
July 109 128 78 127 ° 
Aug. 109 127 75 173 ° 129 
Sep. 109 126 74 ; 104 
ae Oct. 110 128 r 76 125 . 
32 Nov. eee 128 77 . ‘ 130 
tion Dec. eee eee eee 105 
old 
ries. 
or a 1 Prior to 1950: 31 towns. 2 New series, spliced by, 1.L.0. to old series. 8 July-Dec. 1939. 
* Weights based mainly on family budget inquiries. 5 Weights based on total estimated consump- 
tion in the country. 6 Prior to Apr. 1950: excl. “ miscellaneous ”. 8 Since Aug. 
1947 : food prices collected in 200 areas, other items a in 12-200 areas. % July-Dec., interim 
index. 10 New series (Jan. 1952=100) based on 1950 consumption data linked to the old series. 
il Indian workers. 13 Aug. 1939. 18 Prior to 1949: 25 towns. 



























































